READ ALOUD -
About 3100 B.c. two mighty kings met in battle. On

king wore a white crown and ruled over a long ‘ pf bloody
stretch of the Nile River in Upper Egypt. The other 'f‘;,heI;Je wer
; . Tt
king had a red crown and controlled a large area In % 0 D¢ .er
Helonging

Lower Egypt. The outcome of the battle was of Lordsd ke

enormous importance. Whoever won it would controlfioms. Tov

the biggest kingdom in the world. . 1 king wh
in Lower
or
THE BIG PICTURE e
You have already read that farming towns began orces iec

appearing in different parts of the world during the
New Stone Age. Some towns grew into small cities, as
people specialized and developed trade with neighbor-
ing towns.

These communities created rules to promote peace
and _falrness among neighbors. Village leaders were usu
ally in charge of creating these rules and making sure

tlhat the tIl;ules were followed. As the communities grew

arger, their governments chan i

oger, thet ged to meet their many
.Along the Nile River in

joined together under the

Egypt, groups of villages
leadership of kings. These
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UNION OF Two crRowNS
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Egyptians Join Together

T the midst of all this activity, there
Were alvo ferror and fear, Ruins of
wally around early towns and paintings
of bloody battle scenes suggest that
there were many' wars between villages,
o better protect themselves and thete
belongings. the people along the Nile
bhanded together into fwo separvate King
doms, Towas in Upper Bavpt supported
a Ring who wore a white crown, Towns
e Lower BHgypt tollowed a king who
ware ated crown,

Then, about 3100 w.a. this changed.

"‘}‘\n\‘(\w led by Menes (MEHE nees), the
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king of Upper LHaypt, swept north into
the Nile Deltas Menes’s army overthrew
the king of Lower Egypt. To show his
victory, Menes wore i double crown, It
combined his white crown with the red
crown ol Lower Lgypt. This change
stood tor the unification ol Hgypt.
Unification is the joining of separate
parts into one,

Following this unification of the two
kingdoms, Menes became the fivst
pharaoh (FAY roh) of Egypt. The word
pharaoh actually refers to the “great
palace” nwhich the rulers lived. Later
it became the name given to all the
rulers of Hgypt, The tiime when Eqypt's
oarly pharaohs worked to build unity
within the country is called the Old
Kingdom. It lasted from about 2686 B.c.
until 2181 we o other mgjor periods
i ancient Bgypt's history, the Middle
Kingdom and the New Kingdom,
would follow.

These Egyptian carvings show rulers and the
crowns they wore, The middle crown represents
a unification of the other two.




LIFE IN THE
OLD KINGDOM

Iy change the civilization that they
ruled. They mainly added to the prac-
tices of local government, trade, and
religion that had existed for hundreds
of years along the Nile.

actions shaped the fate of all Egypt.

Government Under the Pharaohs
After unification, the most powerful
local leaders in Egypt were made area
governors for the new government.
They performed some of the same ser-
vices as your local leaders. They were
in charge of collecting taxes in their
areas and served as local judges. They
had different duties as well. Ancient
Egyptian governors made sure that pre-
cious flood waters were shared fairly
among farmers through the use of
canals and storage pools.

The area governors reported to the
pharaoh’s headquarters in Memphis,
Egypt’s capital city. Memphis was locat-
ed between Upper and Lower Egypt,
near present-day Cairo. From the
palace in Memphis, the pharaoh decid-
ed how Egypt’s affairs should be run,
from the highest to the lowest levels.

Religion in Egypt ,
The pharaoh had great political pow-
er in Egypt. He or she had great reli-
gious powers as well. In fact, Egyptians
"believed that the pharach was a child of
their sun god Ra (RAH). Just as Egyp-
tians believed that Ra gave life to Earth,
so they believed that the pharaoh gave
life to Egypt and its people. Just as Ra
deserved to be worshiped, so, too, did
the pharaoh. :

76

At first, Egypt’s pharaohs did not great-

In time, though, the pharaoh became
the center of the civilization. His or her

Egypt’s Old Kingdom pharaohs ruled from

Memphis, in Lower Egypt.

1. Why might Lower Egypt, near the Nile
Delta, be a good place for a rich capital city?

2. Suppose you lived in Upper Egypt and were

invited to Memphis. Would you travel with
the flow of the Nile, or against it?

Ra was the most important of the
many gods whom ancient Egyptians
worshiped. Egyptians believed different
gods had different roles. For example,

Another gave potters and metalworkers
their creativity. Other gods took the
form of snakes or crocodiles. The god
Isis protected people from sickness and
harm. Her husband Osiris represented
the dead who awaited rebirth.

Osiris was important because belief
in the afterlife was central to the reli-
gion of Egypt. Egyptians believed that
after a person died, he or she would
go on to the “Next World.” Egyptians
believed that the dead could take food

and objects into the “Next World.”
Thus, food and belongings were buried

with the dead.

one god caused the flooding of the Nile.
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be gsslglfltdEgypﬁans preserved the
sellest ) ea.d royalty with a process
: Mummification. The bodies were
dried f_ind wrapped in strips of cloth.
Sometimes pets such as cats were also
; @Mmmed to accompany their owners
mto the afterlife.

Egypt’s Economy

Since the pharaoh was considered
a god, all things in Egypt belonged to
him or her. This put the pharaoh at the
center of Egypt’s economy. The econo-
my of a country is the way its people
manage money and resources for the
- production of goods and services.
Egypt’s economy was based on agri-

- culture. Farmers produced a surplus

of food, which fed the whole country.
How was that surplus divided? The
main way was through taxes. The
haraoh collected a large

Tha Grangar Colleotion

the pharaoh’s family and servants. The
goods were also used to pay for any
other items the pharaoh wanted.

The pharaoh also took taxes on
everything else made in Egypt, such as
leather goods, linen cloth, and baskets.
The pharaoh even taxed people’s time.
During flood season, for example,
Egyptians from priests to potters to
farmers were called upon to build
canals or buildings for the government.

Egypt's craftworkers and artists
depended on the pharaohs for their
jobs. These people spent most of their
time working to keep Egypt’'s many
temples supplied. For example, temples
needed golden bowls and stone statues.

Since the pharaoh owned all of
Egypt’'s temples, it was the govern-
ment’s job to pay for all the supplies
they used. No money changed hands,
since money did not exist in Egypt at
that time. Rather, goods of equal value
were traded. For their efforts, craft-
workers received clothes and food.
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/ A SYSTEM )
y (OF WRITING ,
‘ How was 11 ‘possible for the pharaoh’s
/ government to keep track of all of g
[ business details? How could it make
l" sure, for example, that a farmer in

| Upper Egypt vgas&p_aying taxes or that a
f temple in the Delta had enough linen?

| The pharaoh’s local governors helped

by communicating with the pharaoh’s
government in Memphis. What made

this communicationys ible was a sys-
tem of writing. /ﬂ

Ancient Egyptians developed a sys-
tem of writing sometime before unifica-
tion. This system, callc@nemglypma»
(hi roh GLIF ix), was made up of about
800 picture-signs. These individual pic-
ture-signs, or symbols, were called
hieroglyphs. Hieroglyphs could stand
for objects, such as bread, or for

reason why we now know so much
about the lives of ancient Egyptians.
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sounds, such as s. Hieroglyphics are the

The Life of a Scribe ‘
Pharnohs deponded o writlen k m ‘
records Lo kooep thelr governimen, in o5
order. A number of writery el Kiir ‘“\
~weribey )r.nw sdoed throughout Hegyp
keop records of detalls great nn nm.\\\ W ing
They went out into the flelds WIth 1oe »fi\mi
leaders Lo record how much (rain ‘('/[ i N
farmers harvested. Seribes also doter NN,
mined how much farmers owed 1o the W2 im*ué,
government, Sceribes dreafted lottors andd p’{n( \h.
marriage contracts for Lownspeopl 1
Because writing was taught 1o only a1 km(l of
few, scribes were highly respected in ]’.myru“

Hgyplian culture. It was a great honor (mm the

Lo become a scribe. Bhotice h

Only boys could become seribes, and@and pap
they began training when they were
about 10 ycars old.
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Papyrus paper was not very different
from the paper we use today. Did- you
notice how similar the words papyrus
and paper are? Our modern word
~_comes from the ancient one!

Scribes used sharpened reeds as

papyrus paper.

Scribes had to have good penman—v
hip. They also needed to be good at
nath. After all, they had to keep correct
ecords of the pharaoh’s many goods.
cribes also figured out the number of
rkers and the amount of materials
eded to complete building projects.

e Key to a Lost Language

By about A.D. 400, hieroglyphics fell
f use and their meaning was lost.
‘ancient symbols found on Egyptian
mbs and walls were a mystery to

ble who came upon them many cen-

1 1799 a French soldier was._digging
he Nile Delta town of Rosetta.

Bwith writing on it. This stone was later
Called the Rosetta Stone, after the place
Where it was found. It contained a pas-

€red
n eaten Ju’nigfsfsz:ig;? i_:éfikb()f con
tery as theip ~ d roken pot-
to scrap paper.
o, | Writing on papey
typAfter t.he boys mastered g simple
. keee'Of hieroglyphics used for record
the . fchey gr_aduated_to writing on
— C;_ai@ (puh PI rus). Papyrus is a reed
. n jChat grows along the Nile. Ancient
: E‘QYP‘EIans used these reeds to make a
kind of Paper, also called papyrus.

sage written three times, in hieroglyph-
ics, Greek, and another type of Egypt-
ian writing called demotic. By
comparing the three languages, a
French scholar named Jean Francois
Champollion (shahm pohl YON) worked
to solve the mystery of hieroglyphics.
By 1822 he had succeeded. Look at the
photograph of the Rosetta Stone. How
has its writing helped historians?

S




’u@&D!NG THE PYRAMIDS
ool Rave Deen maone chal
F A0 AThan than deeping tack
Wﬁ::\h\ At Of e prramnis, MThese
\:\:‘ RN RTVVTORVOS Were ailt as
aduin. Or dartal plaves 8w phavaohs,
The Graa? Pynamid i the Ol King
QMR WY sz\«\:ac‘z:s“ noamment, 1oL
oY R the Dggent T pyvranmids buailt
™ EQWR faah Nhaia
;&O@ O anderad constrenon o

N NN

of
N 32
LSRN SN E\

eI QO A0 R, Thiz mountain
o “‘-0.::@ WA 1O D hix omd, I would
Dring @Ry Nt and' 1o himsalt dut

QU of \\‘\ VL He would e duried Mside

W N ey \\\\ \\lk\“ NYYY IR

o} }
Kan s ~-~\‘& \‘ﬂ~~\\ nal l

I3

would

\‘-\\\ ‘\\\

~RX8

O The aforise.

The 2 ywar prafact medhad as many
; - s s s W1y
A 0N poople and ok a huge

N 5 " W N
amount of FQURTs resounces, Faw fimi
¥ ~an) % ~ 3 s 9w} S
RS oavEpad the call 1o work al the site.

>

Ea‘\)@ JAMOUNIN OF

0 fead and dothe the ™
&= Bven the Nile Rivew
changed. Engre OBIfY of stone w

> o hlagks to make W the phavaoh's
| great stone momument’ 1

ST QN PRET N0 10 e e consimue-
20n of the Great Ayramid.

YAy §
Lan i

AN

AN \\ ,\\e )

o
3‘9} Wi
X WK
N -: \\\\\ “\«\

R

WHY IT MATTERS

Chufu was pot the ony pharaoh who
Gamanded such massive building pro-
F ot Other rulers during the Qld King-
Qtem calied for similar, if smaley,
Sonureents. The huge projedts ook
m ol an Eypt's 20onomy and poo-
\ngesr AGAnRSt the pharzohs prabda-
3 \ began t© grow.

. Egypt's hard-won aniny: started
TRARNg down. Local governments

b Pan reiaing the orders of the

£ -2Taohs. In about 2000 1o, loaders
PRr Egpt revalted and eventaaily st

up A new phavaoln They based their
new capital in the southern town of
Phebes. With this division of (he coun-
ey, the Old Kingdom came 1o an ond.
e breakdown of the Old Kingdom,
honwever led to the rise of an even
areater aivitlization in ancient Eaypt.
e next lesson tells how the pharaohs
learmed rom their mistakes. They
stoppad huilding pyramids. Instead,
My built the richest and most powerful
civilization the world had ever known.

W/ Reviewing Facts and ldeas

SUM IT UpP

® Mones united the Kingdoms of Upper
and Lower Egypt 1o form the largest
govarnment m the world at that time.
The pharaoh was

govarnmaent
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THINK ABOUT IT

L How did local governors halp the
pharach o ralke all of Egypr?

LOWhY was Menmphis a good place 1o
DUl BQypt's capital cine?

3. FOCQUS HOw did the pharaohs’ gov-
anment et e Mies of BEgyptians?

4 THINKING SKRL \What offbony did
RIEPOGHPRK Wiiling have on Eaypi?
Eaplam why' these ware affeces.

SUOWRITE  CrRaate 'oul own Rienogdon
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